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Special Education Parents Accessing Resources and Knowledge
A Northwest Suburban Council of PTSA committee serving families of children 
with special needs in Community Consolidated School District 15 and beyond.
Why we exist...
SPARK was formed in response to the growing needs of families whose children learn differently or have special needs.  As parents trying to navigate the system, we realize the importance of providing:

· 
Relevant resource programs related to special education

· 
Opportunities to network

· 
Links to parents with outside sources

· 
Publications and books on various special education topics

What we believe...

SPARK believes in providing a means to educate parents and educators, provide resources, network, and support families of all children receiving special education.  This is accomplished at the district level through monthly evening programs with outside speakers.  We also have SPARK representatives at each school who are a local contact and resource to the individual schools.

Our hope is that parents and educators will access this group for the benefit 
of their children, themselves, and others.
When we meet...                   

SPARK programs are monthly on Monday evenings, with one exception in November at: 

Walter R. Sundling Junior High   1100 N. Smith Street, Palatine 

7:00 – 8:30 pm (except Jan. 31st to 9:00 pm)
Who we are reaching...
SPARK programs are free, open, and encouraged for ALL parents, educators, and administrators.  

Please see the program calendar on the back for exact dates and topics.  

The programs can also be found on the District 15 website: www.ccsd15.net.
If you would like to be contacted by or connected with SPARK,  

contact your PTA President for the name and number of your SPARK representative, 

or contact SPARK Chair Ani Erickson (847) 907-4732
[image: image1.wmf]SPARK is proud to be in partnership with PTA!

SPARK TC \l3 "
Program Calendar 2010-11 School Year

September 20:  Give Your Child with a Disability a Secure and Happy Future

@ Sundling Theater
Attorney and Author Mark Russell is widely acclaimed and nationally recognized for his expertise in

estate planning for children with disabilities and their families.

We are beyond pleased to have Attorney L. Mark Russell (ʺMarkʺ) present for us. A Palatine resident, Mark grew up with an older brother, who was dual diagnosed with both an intellectual disability and a bipolar disorder. Sharing his brother’s struggles and triumphs has defined Mr. Russell’s career and his life. He wrote the first book in the country in 1983 on special needs trusts and ʺfuture planningʺ for parents who have a son or daughter with a disability.
October 25:  Being an Intricate Participant of Your Child’s IEP



@Sundling Theater
Gemma Nissen founder/president from PIFFA (Pay It Forward For Autism)
Gemma Nissen will show you how to take existing goals in your child’s IEP and transfer them to your home life.  The goal is to ensure that parents really become a true participant and member of the team.  The emphasis is a positive working relationship between the parents and the school team that can only benefit the child.  What is worked on at school must be transferred to home and other outside environments to honestly know whether the child truly understands the concept and mastered the skill.  
November 15: MAPping your Child’s Future – A Guide to the Process


@ Sundling Theater
Linda M. Hoeck - Autism Coordinator at NSSEO
MAPS is a process to create a positive portrait of a person by working with the person’s family, friends and school.  It is an information gathering system to take the opportunity to look to the future and start a planning PATH in a sensitive and safe environment.  This presentation will explain the guidelines and process of MAPS.
January 31: Two Dads Talking… A Dad’s Perspective on Disability (until 9 pm)
@ Sundling Theater
  Richard Ney Ph.D. and Gino Peronti
In this workshop two Dads will share information about the life journey of families who live with children with special needs.  We will examine the impact of children with special needs on both the nuclear and the extended family.  Participants will learn how the child with special needs has an effect on siblings and social relationships.  Information will also be shared about the systems that attempt to meet the needs of children with disabilities, including schools, legal and medical/mental health organizations.  
February 28:   Junior High and High School Transition                        


@ Sundling Theater
District 211 and District 15 Transition Teams.
For most of our kids, transition can be hard – especially when they are changing to new schools with new special education teams. Two rooms will be set aside to help parents who have children transitioning to junior high or too high school. These transition teams will discuss what’s involved in transition and try to answer your specific questions about how to make it successful and exciting for your child.

April 4:  Resource and Summer Fair!!





@ Sundling Gymnasium

Join us as we partner with District 15 for the exciting collection of local vendors and organizations that will showcase their opportunities to involve our children over the summer in a wide variety of activities.  Over 30 vendors shared with us many therapeutic, educational and recreational opportunities available to help the summer be successful and fun for our kids.  Don’t miss this amazing opportunity to plan ahead and reduce the stress and anxiety that presents itself in those summer months.

May 2:  TBA
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