Lincoln School PTA Minutes
PTA Board Meeting
March 19, 2009
Call to order at 5:31pm

Attendees:  Donna Schneberger, Kathy O’Brien, Megan Juskiewicz, Ann Lawrence, Arlene Schneiss, Christie Samojedny, Jen Soloway, Laura Stagnito,  Karen Williams,  Victoria Vrtjak, Kris Ahlgrim, Shelley Angelaccio, Teresa Stepp, Dana Joseph, Diane Trembley, Cara Singer, Debbie Hudson & MaryBeth Knoppel
Approval of Minutes:  
*February minutes approved 
Guest Speaker –Dr. Daniel Lukich, Superintendent District 15

*24 yrs. Superintendent, married with 4 children

*Addressed questions from the audience:  
“How can we make class sizes smaller?”
”Hire more teachers”, not new subject – Feb. School Board reviewed this topic again.  One problem is not enough physical space.
“How are we keeping up with 21st Century technology?” Jim Garwood has been addressing this issue in our district.  2002 spent money on infrastructure.  Hope to spend Federal Stimulus $ on if it comes through.

“The blacktop in the back of Lincoln is in need of desperate repair, what can be done?”  All shovel ready projects have to be passed on to Susie Bassi.  We have $7 million maintenance problem throughout the district.  $4 million repairs will take place this summer.

*We have to be ready for the demographic shift. Have to be prepared, make economic decisions & changes for student achievements.  Change dramatically in the last 10 years, minority population has increased 10%. Could possibly be up 40% in the next 10 years.

*Principals, teachers, & school board need to look to the future to make changes…


*invest in early education?  All day kindergarten


*how to support all 2nd language programs


*what do we do for the students who really excel?


*what about the middle school concept vs. the junior high?.

Treasurer’s Report – Teresa Stepp

Balance on Hand:  $11,261.16
Principal’s Report – Christie Samojedny 
*15 people from a school in St. Charles came to Lincoln to take a tour, and find out more about NEU.  Which led to a question posed to the PTA:  How does NEU affect your families at home?  Yes, our families have felt a positive effect from the NEU philosophy.
*New 2nd grade teacher, Monique Martinez
*Reading @ Palatine Library went very well.  25 kids were there.

*Map testing March 6th
*Finished ISAT testing

President’s Report – Ann Lawrence & Megan Juskiewicz
*NWSC update – see minutes of March 9 meeting

*IL PTA Convention- March 13-15, Won membership & safety awards

*Open Board Positions for 2009-2010 – See handout.
Committee Reports:

a. Cultural Arts –Working on 1 more assembly for May 2009.  We received an Honorable Mention Award for Juvenile Protection/Safety from IL PTA:  for the Gabe & Izzy bullying assembly, the Halloween Safety Tips by Local Leader Police Officer Kellie Poliquin, & the Matt Wilhelm BMX Bike Safety assembly.


b. Environmental Awareness- Leslie Handler from SWANCC presented an assembly entitled “Taking Care of Our Earth” to the K classes on March 12th.  The goal was to enlighten children about their environment, develop good habits & take responsibility at an early age.

April will be the last month to donate old, smelly athletic shoes to Nike’s Reuse-A-Shoe Program.  Do not send shoes that have metal eyelets, zippers, batteries, cleats, or spikes.

This year for Earth Day, we are going to have a contest for Lincoln Families to demonstrate how they individually, or as a family, have USED THE 3R’s, Reduce, Reuse & Recycle, in their personal lives.  Fourteen students will have the opportunity to be on the morning announcements with his or her tip.  A winner will be chosen on April 22nd,   Earth Day.

c. Family Activities- Family Bingo Night was held on Friday March 6th from 7-8:30pm.  The event was well attended – 96 children, 71 adults.  The lion was named, “Paws – The Lincoln Lion”.


d. Intergenerational Day – To be held for grandparents of 1st & 2nd graders on the morning of Monday, May 11th.  3rd graders were left repeating a lot of the same info. from prior years.


e.  Jr. Great Books- Group meetings began the week of March 9th.


f. Legislation-  Public Act 95-1031 was signed into law on Feb. 10th.  Beginning Jan. 2010, the age of majority will be raised to the 18th birthday for youth who are accused of misdemeanors.  These cases will be handled in juvenile court.  IL is one of 38 states who have this law.  There is a task force to study raising the age to 18 for youths accused of committing felonies.  IL PTA Legislative Committee has conducted a 10 yr. study “The Placement and Care of Children in Substitute Care and the Juvenile Justice System”, and has made recommendations.  Go to the website www.ilpta.org for more info.

g.  LRC Coordinator- 

Book Talk – During the month of March, suggested summer reading lists are being developed.  Recommendations will be compiled for K – 2nd,  3-4th, 5-6th grades.  When completed all children will be provided with an age/grade appropriate list.  Anticipated release date:  Mid to late May.

Web Site & Contest – Mrs. Marino published the Lincoln LRC website.  It can be accessed at

http://pro.ccsd15.K12.il.us/teachers/marinoj/index.htm  or through the D15 website

http://www.ccsd15.net/OurSchools/Elementary/HTML/lincoln_teachers.html
To promote the use of this site, children are being encouraged to enter a contest for the chance to win one of 7 books.  In order to be eligible to win, children will be asked to access the website and answer a few simple questions.  Copies of the contest rules & questions are available on the website, in the LRC and with the teachers.
Earth Day (April 22nd) Celebration – During the week of 4/20-4/24, the library will be celebrating by discussing butterflies and highlighting the works of prominent environmentalists including Rachel Carson (an American Scientist and writer whose work is attributed to creating the environmental movement), Henry David Thoreau (an American poet whose work reflected on simple living & nature); and Jane Goodall (an English scientist whose most noted work is the study of chimpanzees.  She is the founder of Jane Goodall Institute.  One goal of the institute is to further positive change for the communities, animals, and the environment.)

Streamlined Book Fair – A modest book fair is being planned for later in the year.  Fliers with additional info will be sent home as details become finalized.

AR – When books were originally purchased for the library, AR values were assigned.  After reevaluation by educator and suppliers of the test, these values have changed affecting approximately 7,800 titles.  To guarantee that the most current info on these titles is made available, the district approved a $500 software purchase that will change AR values (grade & point level) on the AR database.  Mrs.  Marino is working on getting this link uploaded ASAP. Simultaneously, the LRC staff & volunteers are manually updating info provided on the back of the book with stickers to ensure the info provided on the book is synchronized to the computer data.  Anticipated completion: Fall.  Note:  Until the process is complete, if a student takes a test that was reevaluated to have a lower grade level &/or point value than what was represented, the student will receive credit for the higher grade level &/or point value.
New Books- New books are displayed by the “trumpeter”.

Reminder- Please try to help and remind your children to return Lincoln books @ the Lincoln LRC not the Palatine Public Library and vice versa.  Thanks!


        
h. Market Day- Number of customers who have ordered so far:  Sept- 30, Oct-25, Nov-19, Dec-21, Jan- 12, Feb-8.  Amount of money brought in so far (Market Day, Sara Lee & Pea Pod):  $1,277.00.

i. Membership – Current # is 457.  Last year we were @ 514.  We received  a Membership Award @ IL PTA Convention for 100% faculty and increase in community members by 25 or 5%.

j. Newsletter –  Distribution  is  March 20th.   The last newsletter will be distributed on May 29th.

K. Nominating Committee – Nominating Committee makes the following recommendations for the 2009-2010 Executive positions; President:  Megan Juskiewicz, President-Elect:  Kris Ahlgrim; 1st VP/Programming:  Ann Lawrence; 2nd VP/Legislation:  David Eterno; Treasurer:  Teresa Stepp; Recording Sec’y:  Cara Singer; Corresponding Sec’y:  Margie Hartley.  This slate will be posted for 30 days and a vote will be taken at the April meeting.
l. Parent Involvement – Local Leader update:  Michele Haines, a pharmacist with Walgreens was here on Feb. 24 to discuss the role of a pharmacist in our community.  Dr. Kim Ostberg, a veterinarian with an from Palatine Animal Hospital, was here on March 9th to talk about the health of pets.  Both guests appeared on the announcements.

m. Reading Programs – The Six Flags Reading Program ended Feb. 20th  and  all of the information was sent to Six Flags March 2nd.  28 teachers and 461 students participated for a total of 165,600 minutes of reading.  Great America tickets will be distributed in May and will valid June15th – Aug. 9th, 2009.  There is also an offer on the tickets to purchase 4 additional tickets at a discounted rate.  This offer will only be available online.   March is the last month for students to qualify to receive a coupon for a free personal pan pizza from Pizza Hut through the Pizza Hut Book It Program.  All coupons expire May 1st.


n. Rec. Nights- Next one is Thursday, April 2nd. Dads & sons K-2.

o. School Supply Kits- see unfinished business below.


p. Ways & Means – Sally Foster will be our fall fundraiser and we will be adding cookie dough to supplement earnings.  It will simply be an additional flyer that will go home with the Sally catalog that will now only be going home with the youngest and onlies.  All Sally schools are now being asked to add cookie dough sales to their fundraisers.  We will get a greater signing incentive than previously agreed upon as a result.  Fundraising companies are seeing a drop in sales and now have a decreasing scale of shared profits based on a school’s total sales.  This will not likely affect us because our sales will probably reach that first level or earnings that gives back 50% in profit.  We will also be doing Entertainment Books.  See a lot of return  customers with this and did really well on this last year.  May not be sending books home with every student.  Will most likely be doing a spring fundraiser- options include Art to Remember and Fun Run.  Having more than one fundraiser is increasingly become the standard among many PTA’s.
Unfinished Business:

a. School Supply Kit Update:  Ann Lawrence will handle the orders with School Pak for next year and is working with Debbie Willie.  Lists for K will be ready for registration.  Other lists will be ready after spring break.  Supplies will be available for online purchase via credit card through the end of July and supplies will be delivered to students’ home.  There is a 7%  discount for purchase by June 15.  There is a new program with School Pak by which we pass along any commission we may have earned along to our families in the form of discounted prices.

b. Dues Increase Update:  Other D15 elementary schools pay the following indiv. & family dues:  $5.00/$10.00 – Va. Lake, Sanborn, Thomas Jefferson, Willow Bend, Hunting Ridge.  $4.00/$8.00 – Lake Louise, Winston.  $3.50/$7.00 – Jane Addams, Lincoln.   $3.25/$6.50 – Pleasant Hill, Marion Jordan.  
State makes $3.25 & $6.75, we only make $.25. Cara Singer motions to discuss to increase Lincoln’s dues.  Jennifer Soloway 2nds the motion.  Karen Williams motions to increase the dues to $5.00/$10.00.  Anna Kieliszewski 2nds the motion.  A vote was taken on whether or not to raise the dues to $5.00/$10.00, which passed unanimously.  Dues will increase for the 2009-2010 school year.
New Business:
*VK Mini-Grant Request –Kindergarten request for funds for a rug.  However, no money in the account now.
*Laura Stagnito is running the blood drive 2 weeks from tonight @ Sundling.
*Several parents from Lincoln went to the Candidates Forum.  Please vote on April 7th!

Adjourned at 6:39pm   
 Recorded & Submitted by Shelley Angelaccio

1 | Page


