Official Minutes 

Lincoln School PTA Board Meeting

October 15,  2009



Attendees: 

Megan Juskiewicz, Kris Ahlgrim, Teresa Stepp, Cara Singer, Donna Schneberger, Ann Lawrence, Michelle Rago, Debbi Azpuru, Christie Samojedny, Teresa Schwarz, Arlene Schneiss, Karen Williams, Jen Dick, Chris Daly, Victoria Vrtjak, Cindy Becker, Jen Johnson, David Eterno, Dana Joseph, Jane Myszka, Jen Soloway, Tricia Eckels, Jane Buckstaff, Cheryl Levsky, Anne Marie Johlie, Lanae Recinas 

I. 
Call to Order at 7:05pm. 
II.
Approval of Minutes – September 17th, 2009 meeting minutes.  Change to spelling of Rajpurkar noted.  Motion to approve minutes made by Ann Lawrence; seconded by Donna Schneberger
III.
Reports of Officers

A.  Treasurer’s Report – Teresa Stepp  -- see attached Treasurer’s Report 
B.   Principal’s Report – Christie Samojedny


-Cogat testing starting next week 
-Dr. Lukich coming for visit 10/21; staying for lunch (will be a ‘waste free lunch’)
-Mrs. Samojedny will be attending National Quality Education Conference in Fla.; discussing school improvement, quality tools.   
-lockdown drill on Nov 6th – simulating a hard lock down; Students will go into hiding mode; police will unlock rooms one by one

-Family Literacy Night – Monday, Nov. 9th  which will include interactive read alouds 

-hand sanitizers will be put in every class without a sink including office, classrooms, and cafeteria 

-H1N1 vaccination news – State of Illinois/Cook County has chosen 60067 and 60074 as areas to receive the H1N1 vaccine.   All Palatine schools folded in to this.  County predicts that 60% of students will get it which drives how many staff they send to administer the vaccine.  Lincoln will be offering vaccinations on Thursday, Oct 29th for every student whose parents wants it.  Families will be receive a packet with letter and form to be filled out with a consent at bottom.  Will be creating a ‘picture day’ style schedule.  Vaccination is by shot or mist which is determined by how the questionnaire on the form is answered.  2nd dose for students 9 and under are the parents’ responsibility.  Cook County only doing first one.   Informational clinics will be held on Wed., Oct 21 at 6:45 at Winston Campus and Thurs., Oct. 22nd at 7pm at POC.  Opportunity to ask questions.  If a question on form is not answered, child will not get shot.  Sue Arndt, Director  of Health Services could possibly answer questions. 
C. Spotlight on the Staff – Guest speakers    

Lanae Recinas, Social Worker 

· 42 kids in Rainbows  - fall and spring session – 7 week sessions; 

· Kids love it and many kids return year after year 

· Helping kids with organization 

· Works with kids on miscellaneous social issues 


Teresa Schwarz, Speech Pathologist 

-
5th year at Lincoln

-
evaluate and identify right treatment for communication disorders 

-
evaluates fluency, voice disorders, pitch, language and articulation and other factors

-
referrals to her via teachers and parents

D.  President’s Report – Megan Juskiewicz and Kris Ahlgrim

1.  
Thank You’s  -- Picture Day, Hearing and Vision screening, Moms & 

Muffins, PBIS celebration, Sock Hop and 6th graders at Sock Hop

2.  
NWSC Update
–Jim Garwood, Transportation stated that transportation 


changes were aimed at creating more efficiency; admits that the changes 


were too broad.  Few issues still trickling in.  The average route time 


changed from 32 minutes to 26 minutes which they are very pleased with. 
-Soft lock down related to robbery suspect escape went very well 

-Mary Zarr – AYP results reviewed (see last months minutes for details)
-Map test results coming home soon

-Stressed that personal information of local unit members is not to be shared outside of PTA purposes and is to be kept private.  
-Rolling Meadows Park District and D15 each got $10K from circus

-Nov. 7th, 2009 Battle of the Bands is the next D15 Educational 

Foundation event.  

3.  
Road to Success Training Update – Wed. 11/4/09 9:00 to 11:00 am – will be held 

at the Palatine Public Library.   Inviting VL to join.   Combo course 

of the PTA Basic and PTA Information training classes.  50% of board 

needs to be trained; good if we can get 8-10 people trained this year.  

Planning an evening training class for working parents. 

4.  
Multi-Cultural Fair update – Meeting scheduled for Nov. 16th after school 

3:30 to 4:30; flyer being translated.  This will be a basic info meeting to 

invite families to participate in the fair which is Feb 26th 2010.  Would like 

to have booths for countries and then entertainment in the Multipurpose 

room.  

5.  
PCEE Update – Ann Lawrence, Cara Singer and Dana Joseph attended.  

Dr. Lukich spoke about the goals for Superintendent agreed upon with 

the School Board:  improve student achievement; foster and develop better 

relationships with all unions and organizations to provide a better working 

environment which in turn provides a better learning environment for all 

students; prepare a long range facility plans which included major 

projects; required health and life safety projects and necessary 

improvements for general upkeep; and improving both internal and 

external communications throughout the district

6.  
Use of NWSC Funds --- Peaceful Playground: playground set up plan 

using stencils 

-Offers a consistent set of rules and expectations and has been proven to
reduce bullying; fosters inclusion.  (anti-bullying) 
-Will likely cost a total of $1,000.  May receive around $500 from NWSC if approved.  Will need to raise more money possibly through a Lowe’s grant to prepare pavement.  Lowe’s grant needs to be written and submitted by February.    -System offers blueprints for various field games, procedure lists, and workshop training materials.  
-Fits with PBIS; offers staff and some students opportunity to work with 

kids; everyone plays by the same rules.  Playground arguments and 

disagreements are inevitable and this system enforces purposeful play.  

7.  
Costco Follow-up – tax exempt letter not being accepted; Schaumburg 

does it but not at Lake Zurich – they are going to look into it.
8.  
Missing electric stapler from PTA office

9. 
Action Alert – HB174  - expansion of the sales tax base to include services 

and increases the Earned Income Tax credit  - Illinois PTA supports it. 
Looking for people to write congressman or call senate  

Call to Action will be forwarded to board via email. 

E.  Committee Reports

1.
Book Fair  - Read Around the World – Held Nov 9-13th in conjunction 

with Family Literacy Night, 4th grade musical “Around the World’, and will 

be open early for Dads & Donuts 

-goals for book fair:  introduce kids to great books, make reading fun, 

promote literacy, and increase the books in our LRC and classrooms; 

staying away from saying a goal is to raise money
            -revamped wish list for kids K -2 grades.  Kids will have a preprinted wish 

list that they can more simply check off from a recommended reading list 

- book talks coming up and will promote fair and what to read 
-not having all the miscellaneous stuff available at the fair;  it will only be 

sold during the two evening events but will have posters and journals 

-check out tables outside of library on three events with parents 

-a good amount of ‘Wimpy Kid’ orders; 45 presale orders
-setting up the fair on Fri., Nov.6th 

2.  
Cultural Arts Programs/Assemblies  -- Eddie Slowikowski – 

Empowerment Strategist – for 5th and 6th graders – 5 time all American 

runner won a gold medal.  Emphasizes the gifts that we each have; stresses 

goal setting and does a lot of fun team building activities.  Officer Friendly 
came on 10/19 for grades K-4 and will reschedule visits for 5th and 6th 

grades.  

3.
Directory – moving along well – proof reading soon; took out map of 

building and key of D15 schools; removed room mom names and left off 

number of students in each class; cover chosen and voted on at last 

meeting; put all artwork submitted by kids in last year – could do it again 

for those that did not win as long as it is reproducible.   It was 

recommended that maybe an asterisk be placed by the name of those 

parent who are room parents.   Tax exempt letter was accepted at XPedex 

(the paper supplier).  

4.  
Environmental Awareness - Dr. Lukich coming to Waste Free Lunch.  

Michelle  Minasola not as available to help.   Looking for someone to help 

on the days of Waste Free Lunches.  Butterfly Garden – need someone to 

help with that.  It needs be cleaned out.  

5.  
Family Activities – Sock Hop went well; bake sale raised $262 for PBIS 

and No Excuses.  Mr. Sobel got the kids doing activities.  A lot of new 

families came to do something fun at school which was great.  Considering 

a Hoe Down in the future and working on Bingo in February. 

6.  
Health and Safety – D15 placards need to be turned in; program 

discontinued.  Lost and found filling up already 

7.  
Kindergym ---  starts next week; all volunteers covered 

8.  
LRC –  no special update, things running smoothly

9.  
Market Day – 25 customers $1767 in sales this month --- $352.30 in 

earnings  - does not include Peapod or Sara Lee.  Extra flyers coming out 

for pies next month.   
No ‘per use’ cost for the automated phone system but the school is 
applying a general guideline that this system should be used for one time announcements when they are trying to reach as many people as possible.  It is not something the school would like to use for a monthly kind of item.  Question was asked about whether or not the time of the calls coming in could be moved later in the day and not so close to when the students are getting to school.  It was stated that it is really out of the school’s control as to when the calls reach the individual households.   


10.  
Membership – 420 members so far.  Last year 518.  Will be doing a 

directory focused membership drive and will be specifically targeting K, 1 

and 2 families that have not joined.    

11.  
Newsletter – Articles for the next edition of the Lincoln Log are due by 

10/21.  The newsletter will be distributed on 11/6/09.   Please think ahead.  

The next newsletter is not going home until Jan 8th. 

12.  
Parent Involvement – Moms and Muffins was a big success, despite the 

lack of decaf coffee due to a coffee pot malfunction.  The event was 

attended by approximately 135 Lincoln Families.  Family members and 

staff members added up to over 315 people sharing some early morning 

goodies and a cup of coffee or juice.   Used 950 mini muffins and 

munchkins. 

13.  
Pumpkin Patch  - flyers went home 

14.
Pumpkin Run – pumpkins picked up today; 167 for $1.00 each.  Becker 

family will be dropping off in the morning.  This event consists of relay 

races and everyone on winning team gets a pumpkin. 

15. 
Reading Programs –  The Pizza Hut Book It program began Oct. 1, with 

teachers setting grade appropriate goals.  Each student that reaches the 

goal will earn a personal pan pizza coupon, valid for one month.


16.  
Reflections – We received interest forms from 18 students! A 

reminder/encouragement note will be sent those 18 expressing interest in 

hopes that they will indeed, submit an entry for this year's program. This 

is the highest number received in the last 4 years.  Project deadline is 

Friday, November 13th.

17.  
Room Reps – preparing for classroom parties.  Suggested by Jane 

Myszka that the ordering of pizzas should be coordinated since so many do 

that and maybe a we could get a good rate.   Megan would bring that to 

Sara Kasanders and Jennifer Sobel’s attention. 

18.
Ways and Means -   sold 141 Entertainment Books; sold 225 last year.  

Sally Foster and Cookie Dough sales coming in and won't know more 

about where we are at with those sales until next week.  Very likely that we 

will be doing a spring fundraiser. Cookie seems to be well received.  Can 

continue to process orders up until the very end.  Nov. 18 is the date of 

product delivery.

19.  
Yearbook  - pictures were sent home; retake day Nov. 5th with a flyer 

going out closer to that date – some pictures a little too dark 
 F.  Unfinished Business – Mini Grant request from Lanae Recinas 

· purpose of mini grant to provide funding for special projects and initiatives for which other funding is not available – 

· Lanea and Mrs. Dinkheller applied for mini grant to support organizational skill building initiative
· Support the development of good homework practices and organizational skills;  emphasized responsibility.  Would like money to purchase rewards and incentives to promote continued success.  Teachers can refer as many students as they would like and it is available to all Lincoln students.

· No other grant requests have been received. 

· Program has been going on for several years. 
· Affecting 23 students this year – topped out at 70 students last year 

· Paid for out of pocket by staff in the past.  $234 mini grant funds available. 
· Many like it; will help teachers and will help the classrooms 

· Motion made by Ann Lawrence to approve mini grant for $234; Seconded by Michelle Rago.  All in favor – no nayes.  – Motion passed and mini grant approved. 
G. 
New Business 

Mrs. Samojedny added that Young Rembrandts has contacted her to offer classes at Lincoln after school hours.  Many indicated an interest so she will be moving forward on working with them to set that program up.   

H.  
Calendar dates addressed.  (see agenda) 

I.
8:59pm motion to adjourn was made by Donna Schneberger and seconded 

by Dana Joseph 

            Meeting adjourned. 

Minutes submitted by Cara Singer, Recording Secretary  
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