Official Minutes 

Lincoln School PTA Meeting 


September 17, 2009 

Board/General Membership Meeting                               
Attendees: 

Megan Juskiewicz, Kris Ahlgrim, Diane Winfrey, Christine Gamota, Christie Samojedny, Debbie Azpuru, Rebecca Crow, Arlene Schneiss, Jen Soloway, Donna Schneberger, Cara Singer,  David Eterno, Donna Doebler, Cheryl Levsky, Margie Hartley, Karen Williams, Ann Lawrence, Ruth Loh, Mary Beth Knoeppel, Kathy O’Brien
I.  Call to Order at 7:07pm.   Thank you for attending.  

II.  Approval of Minutes – August 20th,  2009 meeting minutes.  Motion to approve minutes made  by Diane Winfrey;  Seconded by Debbie Azpuru.  

III.  Reports of Officers

A.  Treasurer’s Report: Teresa Stepp  (given by Megan Juskiewicz) see attached  -- Question raised re: Environmental Education and School Spirit line items that are displayed as negatives.  These are receipts held in those accounts ahead of expenses that have yet to be put through.  Negatives on expense items do not represent overages for those committees but rather income.    
B.  Principal’s Report:  Christie Samojedny

-Soft lock down on Thursday, September 17th due to the escape of an armed robber who was being escorted to the court house in Rolling Meadows.  Initially only the 6 District 15 schools in Rolling Meadows were locked down and it was believed the escapee was moving away from the area.  However, shortly after the first lock downs, the decision was made to close all District 15 schools.  Soft lock down is defined as no children outside and only recognized parties allowed into building.  School day went on as usual and dismissal went as normal.  (Hard lock down is defined as – window shades down, students and staff into corner of class and doors locked; police have to unlock each room door by door)  Classrooms are equipped with black poster board for doors allowing interior rooms to leave lights on.  Drill is done with police in the building and will be done soon.    Parent stated that communication was handled well – email came quickly.  Mrs. Samojedny believes leadership will be talking about using the phone system more effectively in the future.     
-A few bumps in road re: transportation and hopefully you’re getting responses.  Asked that parents let her know if still having problems.   Originally, Lincoln was reduced from 12 buses to 10.  After questioning that, was told that 10 routes were sufficient.  At 2:30 on the first day of school, transportation added an 11th route.  3  students to a seat is the norm and is allowed.  There was one case that was 3 and 4 to a seat which resulted in Lincoln going back to having 12 buses.   Afternoon buses are here on time but all morning buses are not to school on time resulting in some students not getting their breakfast.  
-Map testing wrapping up tomorrow; one week early.  Once all school map testing closes next week, the reports will be printed and sent home shortly thereafter.  

-New parking lot done over the summer.  
-AYP results for 3rd thru 6th grade came in.  17 out of 19 District 15 schools made AYP.  Jane Addams and Virginia Lake did not make AYP and are working hard to change that.  Last year, 18 subgroups (distinct groups of 45) across the district did not make AYP.  This year the district had 10 subgroups that did not make AYP in reading and 2 subgroups that did not make AYP in Math – which shows improvement.  To meet AYP, 70% of all students and each subgroup must meet or exceed standards, 95% of all students and each subgroup must be tested and 90% must be in attendance for school and each subgroup for the school year.   AYP is measured for school in each of these categories as a whole and not by grade level.   See attached sheet for Lincoln’s AYP Status.

Even with raw scores below 70%, a school may be considered as passing because the state applies a confidence interval and a safe harbor factor.    Parents of underperforming schools have 2 options.  One is to change to a different home school but District 15 determines what schools they can move to.   Second choice is to stay in the school and receive supplemental educational services.  These schools are also offering free tutoring provided by staff that are brought in.    
-Once all the data comes in from MAP testing and ISAT data, building administration reviews that data and develops a ‘SIP’ or a School Improvement Plan.  Building leadership will decide whether or not to offer supplementary programs to students based on needs.  These could include extended day, differentiated instruction during the school day with flexible groupings of students based on needs (aka: Power Hour); reading intervention systems.  May even continue Summer Blast here at Lincoln which is now being done at other schools.  That program is made available through grant money.  All programs implemented are driven by the NEU mission.  
C.  Library Report: Jeanne Marino (given by Kathy O’Brien) 
-Volunteer Training was held last week; 2 sessions with 20 volunteers.  Looking for comments and suggestions.  Kids are doing well coming through the library.  New monarch books will be on display soon.  Temporary worker from Palatine Library will be at Lincoln until mid-November.  Mrs. Marino’s website will be up and running soon.  Library theme for this school year is ‘Travel the World’ which coincides nicely with this year’s Book Fair theme.    
Book Fair committee info shared by Megan – Will be holding a Family Reading Night and will have the fair open during Dads & Donuts and Chorus Night.  

D.  President’s Report:  Megan Juskiewicz and Kris Ahlgrim

1. Approval of the 2009-2010 Proposed Lincoln PTA Budget – Budget Committee included Teresa Stepp, Kris Ahlgrim, Cara Singer, Dana Joseph, and Megan Juskiewicz.  Budget developed using Plans of Work submitted at the end of last year by committee chairs.  It was posted 30 days prior to this meeting.  Donna Schneberger made a motion to adopt budget; no second needed because it came from a committee.  

2. Thank you to all that helped with Teacher Breakfast, Newsletter, Parent Orientation, Meet the Teacher, New Family Kickoff, Fall Fundraiser, Family Kickoff Dinner, Room Parent Tea (lot of new faces), Picture Days, Volunteer Coordinator, Rec night, Market Day

3. Appointment of members of Nominating Committee.  This committee is responsible for filling slate of executive committee for the 2010-2011 school year.  They will not be meeting until Feb.   but two members and an alternate must be voted in from the general membership by the general membership.  They are Debbie Hudson, Ami Rajpukar, and Dianne Novosad as the alternate.  All three did confirm they are willing to serve.  Motion made by Karen Williams to approve these general members which was seconded by Donna Schneberger. 
4. New Family Orientation was held on Monday, Aug. 25th..  Christie gave a nice presentation.  Entertainment book raffle was done and they were given a tour of the school.   
5.  NWSC Update- 20 district 15 school PTAs feed into NWSC which meets once a month 
· Administrative update was given by Mary Zarr, reviewed AYP info; District 15 now has 10 NEU schools.  55 school in the nation have this designation and 11 of them are in District 15.   
· 250 large and small property improvement projects done throughout District 15 schools over the summer.  
· H1N1 flu update:  Recommending that everyone use good hygiene and keep kids home if they are sick.  1 case will not be enough to close a school as was done last year.  There will need to be a cluster before the district closes a school.   District is researching the return of alcohol based sanitizers to the schools (sanitizer can be in lunch box but not in classroom).
· Transportation update – four categories of complaints: distance, safety, timeliness, and stops.  Administration’s goal to acknowledge every complaint within 1 week of receiving it.  Chain of command is Doughty, Garwood, Lukich. 
· NWSC Standing Fund is just under $12,000.  This fund was historically used to assist teachers in continuing education.  Contractual changes occurred and teachers no longer request money from this fund.  NWSC has been trying to develop a plan for what to do with the money.  Recommendation by NWSC is to divide that money between all the schools.  Almost every school is in favor of this but they would like suggestions.  If this is done, there will be parameters for how to use the money and a deadline for using it.     Suggestion by Mrs. Samojedny that if we do get that money we should consider using if for Peaceful Playgrounds which are playground templates that provide structured games on the playground.   This is something that will stay around for a while as opposed to a speaker/assembly type of thing.     
· Sept 21st, 2009, 6:45 pm meeting NWSC meeting; 7-9pm Now We’re Talking presentation by PHD – please attend  
· October 19th, Dist 37 Dinner at Seville in Hoffman Estates - up for Illinois PTA award; please let Megan/Kris know if you will attend and you must find a replacement if you cannot attend
· Kelly Miller Circus coming up to raise funds for the District 15 Educational Foundation 

· Gino’s East fundraiser is an option that we could do to raise money. Will decide later after Fall fundraiser ends.  

· Costco was not accepting PTA Tax exempt letter.  They have now worked out a plan to accommodate making purchases tax exempt.  Purchaser must complete a purchase order stating what is being purchased and provide that at time of purchase.  NWSC representative(s)  spoke specifically to the people at Schaumburg and believe it will work at the Lake Zurich and Mt. Prospect locations as well.  (copies of purchase order made available at meeting and to be maintained in PTA mail bin)  

6. “Road to Success” training to be held at Virginia Lake.  Bylaws state that all PTA executive committee officers must take this class.  Next one is Nov 21 at Patton school in Arlington Heights.  Another is coming up in Oct and considering Nov 4 for a daytime training session for our PTA.  Goal is to have 50% of the board go through this class.  
7. Multi - Cultural Fair – flyer will be sent home to gage interest on booths, activities and entertainment 

8. Repro closed this week 
9. Pumpkin Run – Cindy Becker is working with Mrs. Muccianti to get that done. 
E.  Committee Reports

1. 
Cultural Arts – [From agenda: Eddie Slowikowski will be coming to Lincoln on Monday,  October 19 at 9:00 to present his assembly to 5th and 6th grade students. ]
2.  
Directory – Christine Gamota -- PTA board members will be voting on the 


winner of the Directory Art Contest at this evening’s meeting.   Question asked as to whether or not all entries will be represented in the directory as has been done in the past.   That could not be answered but would be addressed with Tricia Eckels.  [From agenda: The first half of the Directory is completed and is being proofread. We hope to have both parts completed by early to mid-October. ]
3.  
Family Activities - Family Dinner Night – Thursday, Sept. 10
[From agenda: This was a great night and as always, the weather was perfect.  Thank you to all that assisted in this event. Kevin from Culver’s mentioned that we had an incredible party at our school and really enjoyed working with all of us.  He particularly liked how we had a few extra volunteers on hand to help them out when it got busy.  He is very interested in speaking with us regarding fundraising opportunities.  One area to improve next year is to have a separate condiment table with a line on each side.   --- would change condiments location ; beginning to work on sock hop; have food ready to keep line moving along.}


Lincoln School Sock Hop – Thursday, Oct. 8th – 6:30 – 8:30


Chris Daly -- The PTA will host a Sock Hop on Thursday, Oct. 8th from 6:30 – 8:30.  Will soon be looking for volunteers to assist at this event.  Encouraging students, parents and staff to dress in 50’s attire.  Planning a DJ and games.  We are still researching refreshment ideas.  Maybe good humor guy – games planned – purchased 60 hoola hoops; Mrs. Muccianti will be teaching the kids a dance.  
4.  

Health, Wellness and Safety – Ruth Loh -- International Walk to School Day on October 7th.   Need to figure out how we’re going to do that.   The Helping Hands Program is being discontinued by the Palatine Police Department.   Please turn in old ones by 9/30/09.
5.  
Hospitality – [From agenda: We would like to thank everyone that baked or bought something for the teacher breakfast. The spread was fantastic and the teachers appreciated it. We would also like to thank everyone for the varied side dishes and desserts for the kickoff dinner. Next up - Teacher conferences. We will be looking to provide a light snack on Monday afternoon/evening. If there is an appropriate place to have our new 5-gallon cooler filled with lemonade, we would do that.]
6. 

Kindergym – [From agenda: We have enough volunteers for the morning class but need a few more for the afternoon class. A flyer will be sent home.]
 

7. 
Market Day – [From agenda:  29 customers and $179.56 in profit.  Will be targeting kindergarten.]
8. 
Membership – [From agenda:  We are at 328 members.]
9. 

Newsletter – [From agenda:  Next newsletter deadline is October 23, distribution date is November 6.]
10.
Reading Programs – [From agenda:  The Pizza Hut Reading Program will start Oct. 1st and run through March 31st. Each student who meets their teacher’s monthly reading goal will receive a certificate for 1 free Personal Pan Pizza from Pizza Hut.   Each certificate is good for one month.]
11.  
Rec Nights – [From agenda:  45 people attended first Rec Night on September 3.]
12.  
Room Reps – [From agenda:  The Room Parent Tea was on the 15th. All the classes are filled with the exception of Miss Irsay and Mrs. Perez's classes. Less paper route seems to be going well with emails to the teachers and room parents instead of paper notes. Emails appear to be read and responded to more quickly.]
13. 
School Spirit – not addressed at meeting 
14. 
Volunteer Coordinator – Rebecca Crow:  give names of those that have helped and notify her of changes.  [From agenda:  Please send Rebecca an e-mail with the names of the parents who have helped you out for your events.   She will be keeping track to make sure all parents who have volunteered will get the opportunity to do so. ]  
15. 
Ways & Means – [From agenda:  Entertainment Book sales down - tried to sell some at Family Kickoff; will be selling them at Sock Hop. Keep in mind these make great holiday grab bag gifts. Sally Foster and cookie dough kicking off on 9/21 - will include raffles and incentive prizes as usual. Will have to take a wait and see approach -- not sure how our fundraisers will do overall. May have to cut some stuff from the budget or do another fundraiser in the Spring.]
16. 
Yearbook –Debbie Azpuru:  Picture days were today and tomorrow. Today went well.   

[From agenda:  Soon we will be sending out our back cover contest information.   We have  

secured volunteers for all of the paste up pages for the yearbook.   Like last year, the majority of the yearbook will be done digitally.     E-mail Debbie or Chris any group shots you take when you are on field trips, at band/chorus concerts, track meets, etc. ]
E.  
Unfinished Business

1. 
VK Mini-Grant Discussion --- Feb/March of 2009 talked about LRC application for 6 cassette players.  PTA never received a check request for it.  Mrs. Samojedny said the request can be officially withdrawn.  Therefore, the mini grant money is now available for other requests.  Birthday Books idea was raised and was tabled.   
Mini Grant application from Lanae Recinas for a a Behavioral Education program that teaches responsibility and organizational skills; includes daily behavior sheets; points are used to calculate success.  Asking for funds to purchase rewards and incentives.  Any student is eligible.  Program touches as many kids as possible.   Mrs. Knoeppel indicated that there may be about 16 kids in the program.  Diane Winfrey made a motion to request specifics on the use of the funds and whether or not gathering donations may provide them with sufficient materials.  Seconded by Donna Schneberger.
F.        New Business


Sam’s Club/Dominick’s  -- Need to investigate their programs for matching spending.  
G.  
Calendar dates addressed.   (see agenda)  
Sept 29 , Nov 16, March 28 BPAC meetings - targets parents with children in bilingual classes 

H. 

8:45pm motion to adjourn was made by Donna Schneberger and seconded by Karen Williams 


Meeting adjourned. 

Minutes submitted by: Cara Singer, Recording Secretary 
